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Former President Bill Clinton speaks to hundreds of supporters at Thomas “Jet” Jackson Recreation Center on Tuesday

Hundreds turn out for Bill Clinton
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign received a
boost in the bay area as
husband and former Commander-in-Chief Bill Clinton spoke to a packed
house at the Thomas “Jet”
Jackson Recreation Center
Nov. 1.
Clinton had no trouble
rousing the raucous pro-

Hillary crowd on hand as
he personally thanked
Charlie Crist, who had
helped introduce Clinton,
and urged everyone to
help elect Crist into the
House of Representatives.
Crist
paraphrased
Hillary Clinton’s campaign
slogan by asking the enthusiastic crowd rhetorically:
“Are we stronger divided
by race, gender or wealth
or are we stronger together?”

Officials on hand included Mayor Rick Kriseman, South St. Pete
Democratic Club President
Norma Roberts and Pinellas County Commissioner
Ken
Welch,
who believes that from
“day one” Hillary Clinton
has addressed issues important to African Americans, including healthcare,
education and the rights of
ex-offenders.
“Donald Trump has

only given us vague promises,” Welch said.
Clinton talked about the
campaigning he did on
Barack Obama’s behalf
back in 2012 in Florida, noting that he had tried to hit
the places that weren’t usually covered on the campaign trial. In what was a
tight election, he explained,
Obama did well in those
areas. Then Clinton broke
it down: If the people who
are for Hillary vote for

Hillary, she’ll win Florida
and she’ll be the next president of the United States.
“I am a 70-year-old
white Southerner,” he said,
“I know what ‘make America great again’ means!” he
said to wild applause.
Clinton underscored
the importance of voting
rights, adding that he is old
enough to remember when
African Americans were either denied access to the
polls or were herded onto

flatbed trucks to be taken
to vote and then watched to
make sure they voted “the
way they were supposed to
vote.” And if they didn’t,
they could lose their jobs,
he said.
Voting discrimination
continued throughout the
years, he noted, when “no
matter how hard you
worked or how many taxes
you paid, if you had once
been in trouble you were
See CLINTON, pages 4

The Challenger, USFSP Poynter
Library strengthen partnership

Rep. John Lewis in town
campaigning for Crist
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

BY JAMES A. SCHNUR
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG — With Election
Day fast approaching, civil rights legend
Congressman John Lewis was in town to
give the Charlie Crist campaign a boost
and to speak with students at USF St. Petersburg about the history and importance of voting.
“I’m very honored and privileged,
frankly, to have a true civil rights icon
campaigning with me today,” said former
Governor Crist.
Crist told the crowd how U.S. Rep.

Congressman John Lewis
Lewis, who marched with Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and other non-violent
demonstrators during the turbulent Civil
Rights era, once crossed over the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., where
he was beaten bloody and senseless and
See LEWIS , page 6

ST. PETERSBURG — Thanks to the
efforts of Rep. Darryl E. Rouson, The
Weekly Challenger and the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library at the University
of South Florida St. Petersburg
(USFSP) have established a partnership
to preserve the newspaper’s archives
and sustain African-American newspapers throughout Florida. An upcoming
event celebrates this collaboration.
Monday, Nov. 7, the Poynter Library
will host a reception to celebrate the doCleveland Johnson Jr.
nation of historical newspaper issues
and photographs from the Challenger.
Rouson will be recognized for his lead- The reception will take place in the liership to secure funding for the initia- brary’s atrium at 1 p.m.
Catherine Cardwell, dean of the litive, along with members of the Johnson
family for their efforts to publish the brary, will welcome those in attendance.
newspaper since its inception in 1967.
See TWC, page 18
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Apply Now: Cohort of Champions Don’t miss Jazzy Jubilee
Youth Training Initiative
Educational, Entrepreneurial and Enrichment Programs Begin In Jan.
ST. PETERSBURG – As
the city of St. Petersburg
moves forward with efforts
to invest in South St. Petersburg, the commitment to
our youth expands to include the Cohort of Champions Initiative, a unique
training opportunity for 100
boys and young men, ages
12 to 24, over the next
year. St. Petersburg is accepting applications for the
Cohort of Champions, the
signature program of the
My Brother’s and Sister’s
Keeper Initiative (MBSK).
Applications are available at your nearest St. Petersburg
Parks
and
Recreation center or community library or online
at stpete.org/MBSK. Potential participants are invited to apply now to
participate in this unique
program. Applications are
accepted
now
being
through November 30.
The Cohort of Champions Training Initiative is the
next step in preparing our
African-American boys and
young men for the future,
designed to help develop a
trained, qualified and ready
workforce.
“Earlier this year, I articulated the city’s full commitment to changing the
trajectory for our at-risk
youth. I promised to invest
up to one million dollars in
our youth and their families. This cohort makes
good on that promise,”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
stated.
The Cohort of Champions is that investment,
which involves a comprehensive, multi-faceted oneyear training initiative for
100 of St. Petersburg’s own

African American boys and
young men, between ages
of 12 and 24.
Under the MBSK umbrella of programs, the Cohort of Champions training
initiative will provide tangible investments in our
youth over the next year.
The goal of the Cohort is to
develop character, support
education, provide handson experience and workforce readiness training as
well as wrap-around support services.
The Cohort of Champions consists of seven programs within three areas of
training and enrichment:
Educational Training includes a combination of
After School Employment
Training and/or Second
Chances programs with
Post-Secondary Education
opportunities;
Entrepreneurial Training involves Career Readiness
Training
and
Entrepreneurship Training;
and Enrichment Initiatives/Second Chances programs will offer wrap
around services and workshops for the families of all
members of the inaugural
cohort, as well as Sports
Team Building, a focus on
healthy eating and cooking,
Role Modeling and Mentoring Round-up activities.
For more about the Cohort of Champions, workforce development and
training for African American boys and young men,
contact Rev. Kenny Irby,
at 727-893-7808.
BACKGROUND. Earlier this year, St. Petersburg
city rolled out MBSK, the
city’s version of President
Obama’s MBSK, a national

program for communities
to create and adopt their
own programs to advance
opportunities for minority
male youth.
“Inspired by the White
House MBK national
model, local officials
adapted and implemented
our own programs specific
to the needs of St. Petersburg,” said Rev. Kenny
Irby, director of the Cohort
of Champions Training Initiatives. “My Brother’s &
Sister’s Keeper and all of its
components demonstrate
the collective action of a cohesive community – families,
government,
non-profits, social service
agencies,
education,
schools, media, and the
business community to improve life and opportunities
to all.”
City officials first
launched MBSK with the
grassroots “Not My Son”
community engagement
campaign in the summer of
2016. Featuring a series of
neighborhood canvassing
activities with colorful yard
signs, Pledge Cards and Tshirts, Not My Son was
wholeheartedly embraced
by the community.
The Cohort of Champions is the next step of that
investment, which involves
a comprehensive, multifaceted one-year training
initiative for 100 of St. Petersburg’s own African
American boys and young
men, between ages of 12
and 24. At the next Urban
Affairs annual update, the
“Cohort of Champions” inaugural group of 100 boys
and young men selected to
participate will be introduced.
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ST. PETERSBURG —
Unity of Midtown, where
Rev. Doral Pulley tends to
his flock, presents Jazzy
Jubilee. Experience this
an unforgettable evening
enjoying the melodic
sounds of contemporary
jazz trio Brown Farrell
Braun. Comprised of
Grammy award-winning
guitarist Norman Brown,
vocalist Rachelle Ferrell and trumpeter Rick
Braun, this trio presents
a mix of classic R&B and
soul jazz influences, often
to sold out performances!
Brown is a Grammy
award-winning guitarist
who stands out for his
unique ability to evoke in
his audience the feelings
of intimacy and inspiration.
For over 20 years, he
has built a close relationship with a diverse followBrown
is
a
ing.
multi-talented guitarist,
composer and singer
known for classic R&B
and contemporary jazz
that leaves his fans wanting more.
Born in Shreveport,
La., and raised in Kansas
City, Kan., Brown won a
Grammy in 2002 for Best
Pop Instrumental Album,
“Just Chillin.” His song,
“Sending my Love,”
climbed to number one
on the Contemporary
Jazz Album charts.
Inspired by Jimmy
Hendricks’ mid-bending

rock sounds, Brown first
picked up his guitar at
the tender age of eight
years old. After high
school, he moved to Los
Angeles to pursue his
musical career and attended as well as taught
at The Musician’s Institute.
Being compared to
George Benson, Brown
was signed to MoJazz
label, a division of Motown. He has worked in
collaboration with artists,
producers and songwriters as Herman Jackson,
Alex Al, Teddy Campbell,

JUBU and Kevin Ricard.
Whether you are
looking for the easy
breezy smooth jazz
sound, the sexy groove of
R&B or the gentle
acoustic guitar melody,
Norman Brown will deliver!
Brown along with
Rachelle Farrell and Rick
Braun will be in concert
at Friday, Nov. 18 at 7
p.m. at the Palladium located at 253 Fifth Avenue
N, St. Pete. Tickets can
be purchased at unityofmidtown.org or mypalladium.org.

Policy Amendment for Serving meAlS
Mt. Zion Christian Academy today announced an amendment to its
policy for serving meals to students under the National School Lunch /
School Breakfast Programs for the 2016-2017 school year. All students
will be served lunch/breakfast at no charge at the following site: Mt.
Zion Christian Academy, 955 20th Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712
For additional information please contact: Mt. Zion Christian
Academy, Attention: Franca Sheehy, Principal, 955 20th Street South,
St. Petersburg, Florida
33712, Telephone: 727-894-0140,
fsheehy.mzca@mzprogressive.org .
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based
on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or
funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or
local) where they applied for beneﬁts. Individuals who are deaf, hard
of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To ﬁle a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_ﬁling_cust.html, and at any USDA
office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all
of the information requested in the form.
To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit
your completed form or letter to USDA by mail:
U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
Fax: (202) 690-7442; or Email:
program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you
out to our Sunday afternoon services from 3:00
pm- 4:30 pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
DD’s in Systematic Theology!
Coming soon also
will be an 8 Week Series
titled,
The
Holy
Spirit/Ghost – What it is,
What it Ain’t and How to
Get it the Bible Way.
Before I continue
from last week I want to
give a shout out to my
man Jahari, aka “Big”.
Had a great conversation last night outside
the corner store but
11:30 pm Sunday night
after I had come home
from having “chuch”.
Yes the spelling is correct, not church but
chuch!
Been a long time
since I stayed the entirety of a church service
that went on for over 4
hours.
Believe me, it wasn’t
hard staying, when you
see young people as well
as seasoned ones coming to the altar for prayer
and in less than sixty seconds, witness a transformation unlike anything
seen in today’s “PC”
church.
People all over the
pews, on the floor, calling
on the name of Jesus
asking Him to bless
them, forgive them, etc.
etc. etc. Oil slung everywhere and no one concerned about their
cleaning bill.
I know it sounds
chaotic, and to some extent it was, but, it was
real.
I’m looking at a
young brother no older
than 18 tarrying to get
filled with the Holy
Ghost for over an hour, a
8 year old coming up
with his hands in the air
wanting to be prayed for
and not under arrest.
You just had to be there.
Me and Big had a
great conversation about
the fakeness everywhere
and how you can’t tell
who is real. One thing I
assured him before leaving was that all of these
fake-jakers, as we used to
called then back in the
day, can keep on faking
the funk, another term
we used, I grew up in
Polk County, Winter
Haven to be exact, I have
never seen a UHaul following behind a hearse.
Building up riches on
this side of the grave will
only make your family
happy and it won’t get
you in the kingdom. I
went this way because I
told Big that there are
130+ churches south of
Central Avenue. Something is wrong when that
many churches are in
such close proximity and
there ain’t at least 10-15
Fellowship/Revival/Con
vocation type services
throughout South St.
Pete every year. Don’t
nobody preach and teach
the same thing? That
many? Ain’t that many
chiefs recorded in American history and most of
them have no head over
them to govern their actions. Ima leave that one
for another time. “Big”,
God Bless you Brotha,
keep your focus on Jesus
and He will direct your
path as to how to raise
your twins. Although
they are not here physically outside the womb,
you can direct them now.

Babies in the womb take
on their surroundings,
taste buds, personalities,
etc. etc. Fact.
Changing gears.
Parents please go to
www.blackexcel.org,
www.fastweb.com and
www.fafsa.ed.gov and sit
your high schooler down
and make them research
these websites and pick
out 20-50 different scholarships to apply for and
apply for a Pell Grant.
Also, if you haven’t
heard about it there is a
Pinellas County scholarship called Take Stock in
Children. Most families
I speak to don’t have a
clue, but my youngest is
in his senior year at UCF
and he won one and we
have been Blessed to not
have to worry about robbing Peter to pay Paul.
They have to be recommended to it so
check, double check,
and recheck and do not
take no for an answer.
Black Excel is a website that furnishes information on scholarships
available to black students only and currently
there’s over 500 plus to
date.
Fast Web is a website
that links you to available
scholarships based off
the information you furnished once you set up
your account.
FAFSA of course is
the Pell Grant itself.
FREE money to go to
college based solely on
your family’s income.
It’s a headache but well
worth it in the end. Be
patient and complete
everything even if you
have to resubmit. It
keeps money in the parents’ pockets and puts
money in the children’s
bank accounts.
Say thank you to our
current and soon to be
former governor for cutting the Bright Future’s
Scholarships in half!
That really hurt a lot of
deserving kids that
worked hard to get them
only to have it almost not
be worth the efforts.
It is so frustrating to
me to hear parents always say, “Well they’re
grown now and they’re
gonna have to make
their own mistakes and
take their own paths,” or
“We made mistakes and
they’re going have to
learn from theirs too.”
That’s asinine, asi-ten,
asi-eleven, …!
That’s
backwards
and will lead to you having to dig them out of the
hole you dug for them by
not setting up detours
along the way to prevent
this in the first place.
You are the parent, the
leader, the guide! The
one who was supposed
to be practicing wisdom,
rightly applied knowledge learned from experience.
God opened the door
for each of us to have His
Spirit to lead and guide
us into all truth. How is
it that we think that we
are supposed to teach
our kids the opposite?
First of all they are
NOT grown, they are
young adults! Get out the
house, get a job, get a
Duke Energy account in
their name, a water bill in
their name, and pay
some bills for about six
to 12 months, and then
we can talk about being
grown.
Secondly,
what’s
going to happen when
the school says they still
owe money or they can’t
get their books or enroll

in classes after they have
already left?
You
guessed it, you are going
to have to beg, borrow
and rob Peter to pay Paul
to make sure they don’t
have to come back and
be embarrassed and
drive you even crazier
than you currently are.
Finally and most importantly, here’s the
thing mom and dad, if
you would have sat down
with them and made
them fill out those forms
for scholarships, set up
the accounts on FastWeb, filed that FAFSA on
time, made them do that
community service for
the Bright Future’s
scholarship,
you
wouldn’t be in that
predicament in the first
place.
I went back and forth
with my two that are currently in college for
months up until it was
time to prepare to decide
where they would go. I
let them debate with me
how they were sick and
tired of this terrible city
and wanted to get away
as soon as they could.
But, you had better believe that after the smoke
cleared, if they didn’t
have a full ride, they
went to SPC, then after
they saw how it felt to
have thousands in their
own bank accounts and
realized that college wasn’t as hard as they were
told by their guidance
counselors and AP teachers, it was a much
smoother transition for
them and less stressful
on our pockets.
While some were irresponsible with their
new money buying all
manner of things, some
parents put their feet
down and limited their
spending teaching them
fiscal responsibility.
Some schools tell you
ahead of time about
these very important
steps and others put it all
on the students claiming
they are responsible
enough to have told the
parents and of course
they miss out.
This is one to save
even if your kids are not
in high school. These
websites will still be up
and will only increase as
time passes.
My email is pastorrobharrison@ gmail.com
if you want or need additional information. I
check my email daily and
if you need my cell number, please respond via
my email and I will call
you.
Before I do I want to
give you a few warm up
scriptures that will help
to bring this key one to
light.Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter), Robert Bob Harrison (Facebook)
Pastor - Open Door
True Holiness Church 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete
- www.weareholiness.org
| Church of God and
True Holiness, Intl.
w w w. t r u e h o l i n e s s churches.org
Chaplain - Southern
Christian
Leadership
Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for
Education Council Board
Member
Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6
Democratic
Black
Caucus Member

Why you should vote “No” on 1
Dear Editor:
The deceptive Florida
“smart” solar amendment,
created by big money utility lobbyists, was created
as a counter to Solar
Choice, which intended to
introduce our state to
solar power in a free energy market. The Solar
Choice measure fell short
of the signatures needed
to make it on the ballot.
If Amendment No. 1
was voted on and passed,
here’s what would happen: Disguised as a constitutional right to own or
lease solar—a right we already have— the amendment would permit local
and state government to
unfairly impose various
fees and regulations on
those who use solar preventing “consumers who
do not choose to install
solar” from subsidizing
the “backup power and
grid access to those who
do.”
This is unbelievable.
Florida’s big utility companies, such as Florida
Power and Duke Energy
protect their monopoly
markers and limit customer-owned solar power.
The pitch also suggests that it will “protect
consumer rights,” but
truth remains, solar customers are already protected by state-authorized
utility agreements, licensing guidelines, electrical
codes, as well as local and
state building regulations.
Amendment No. 1
paves the way for barriers
that would penalize current and future solar customers. The high hopes
and false promises of
Amendment
1
were
crafted to gain support for
the amendment, not to
grow the solar market in

the Sunshine State.
If this deceptive initiative passes, Florida voters
will never see the billions
of dollars of investment
capital that is funneling
into solar projects nationwide, creating thousands
upon thousands of jobs for
those who need them.
Wouldn’t it be great to see
solar co-ops come to Midtown? This would bring affordable green power to
our very own community
at little to no cost.
Now you might be asking yourself, why would
Florida utility companies
try to trick voters in this
election? Because they
think they are smart and
they fail to realize that voters are smarter. They
know that most folks still
don’t completely understand the concept of solar
power, and that solar photovoltaics is now the leastcostly
method
of
producing electricity —
cheaper than natural gas,
wind, hydro and even coal.
Solar electricity is currently being produced
here in the U.S. and

around the globe between
three and five cents per
kilowatt-hour. The solar
energy market now employs 200,000 people in
the United States.
Restrictions and unfair
fees would make solar
more expensive if this
amendment were to pass.
It would limit the expansion of solar and hurt consumers like you and I, by
denying a cost effective
way to lower power bills.
polls
Independent
show that any voters believe they are promoting
solar energy by supporting this amendment.
Nothing could be further
from the truth. Why
should we pay for something that is rightfully our
to begin with?
Stop utilities from having a monopoly on the
sun: Vote “NO” on
Amendment No. 1 on
Election Day to eliminate
unfair taxes on solar.
Corey Givens, Jr.
President of the Pinellas
County Democratic Black
Caucus

‘Veterans of Color’ film screening
Nov. 5 at Johnson Community
Library
ST.
PETERSBURG
– The James Weldon Johnson Community Library,
1059 18th Ave. S, presents
a screening and discussion of the film Veterans of
Color on Saturday, Nov.
5 beginning at 1 p.m. Created by the Manasota
chapter of the Association
for the Study of African
American Life and History
(ASALH), the film preserves the voices of
African American veterans
from nearby communities.
Following the film
presentation, a panel of
local St. Petersburg veterans who have served our

country
throughout
wartime will share their
own stories of courage, adversity and triumph in a
live discussion format
moderated by Gwendolyn
Reese, representative of
the African American Heritage Association of St. Petersburg, FL, Inc.
This event is the third
in a series of programs featuring local veterans of
color. Locally produced
this film was a response to
the U.S. Congress Veterans Project initiative to
preserve and make accessible personal accounts of
American war veterans to
enable future generations

ConneCt
With Us!

to hear directly from the
veterans the realities of
their experience.
The program is free
and open to the public
from 1 to 3 p.m. For more
information, contact the
Johnson Library at 727893-7113.
The St. Petersburg Library System is pleased to
offer this program as a
part of its Community Development Initiative, a
method to enhance the
provision of resources,
services, and programs focused on the education,
economy, ecology, equity,
efficiency and engagement of our community.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Clinton in town campaigning for his wife
From CLINTON, page 1

denied the right to vote for
life.” Clinton lauded Crist’s
efforts as governor to restore the right to vote to exoffenders.
Clinton admitted the financial crash of 2008 had
“a very long tail,” but
America is still the bestperforming big economy
on earth, adding that he
believes that five years
from now the experts will
give Barack Obama a lot
more credit as the country
has just celebrated its 79th
straight month of job
growth.
We should grow the
economy from “the middle

out and the bottom up,”
Clinton said, rather than
go back to the “trickle
down on steroids” method
that Trump seems to
favor. An improved infrastructure program is key,
along with protecting our
coastal cities from rising
water levels.
He urged for a universal broadband system in
America, so school children are all able to use the
internet for homework assignments. He was also
quick to praise the benefits
of wind and solar power.
“That’s infrastructure!”
he declared.

Small business loans
should be more readily
available to start up, foster
and improve new small
businesses in the country.
In reviewing the shape of
the economy in the last 30plus years, he said that
during the 20 “trickle
down years,” we’ve had
15.8 million private sector
jobs. In the 16 “middle out,
bottom up” years—even
counting the 2008 crash
which occurred just before Obama took office,
Clinton said, we’ve had
more than 32 million “for
our side,” in four fewer
years.

Clinton took a jab at
Trump’s lack of a real education plan before explaining that Hillary’s plan
is to spend a certain
amount of federal funds on
pre-K through 12 on what
works, “which is making
teachers better teachers,
making principals better
principals, getting families
into the school—that can
have a bigger impact than
anything else!”
He cited a study that
showed even one good
teacher could raise a student’s capacity to earn
more than ten percent a
year for life.
Eradicating
college
loan debt is another key
issue, he said, as he
pointed out that college
loans are currently the
only loans that cannot be
refinanced.
“We need to get this

country back in the future
business,” he declared.
“Now how are we going
to do that when we send
these young millennials
out into the world saddled
with a college debt where
the interest rate is more
than twice as high as their
parents’ home mortgage
rate? Hillary wants people
to basically renegotiate
their interest rate. Refinance it at current market
rates.”

Closing by contrasting
Hillary’s campaign driven
by unity against Trump’s
campaign driven by anger,
Clinton urged that we have
to “change forward and
not change backward,”
and called this one of
those “once-in-a-generation
elections, where we have to
define all over again what it
means to be an American.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

A Letter from Congressman David Jolly
I’ve served in elected office for just two years - a new voice challenging politics as usual on both sides of the aisle in Congress. I’m excited to now have
the opportunity to represent all of our St. Petersburg community as a result
of new Congressional District lines.
I’ve tried every day in office to honor the teachings of my Christian faith, to
serve our community with a heart of ministry and a commitment to representing all people regardless of political party, investing in the human potential of
all God’s children.
And I’ve tried to honor the legacy of constituent service set by my predecessor, Congressman Bill Young, for whom I worked for nearly twenty years.
My wife Laura and I have loved spending the past few months listening to the
heartbeat of the South St. Pete community, and it’s clear the community
wants a Congressman that doesn’t just come around every two years,
but instead stays in the community and invests in the community.
Here are my 5 promises to Midtown and South St. Petersburg:
1. I will open a Congressional office in the heart of South St. Petersburg,
not on Beach Drive. It’s important to bring resources to the very community
I am asking to serve, and to lead by example.
2. Education. I’ve fought to increase funding for early childhood education,
for strong public schools with high academics and with workforce training
options, and for more school choices for parents with kids in failing schools.
I’ll continue fighting for you every day.
3. Jobs. Communities thrive when we have strong education and diverse job
opportunities. I’ll do my part to bring high wage jobs to all of St. Petersburg.
4. Responsible gun control. I believe we can protect constitutional rights
and protect our community. It’s why I’m the only Republican in Congress to
sponsor universal background checks for every gun purchase. Never again
should families suffer loss from gun violence.
5. Criminal Justice Reform. Justice should be fair. I support fair sentencing
standards, opposed mandatory minimums, support workforce training and
education for inmates trying to recover their opportunity in life, and I support
restoring voting rights for those who have paid their debt to society.
I hope I can have your vote for Congress on November 8. We are all in this
together.
With much respect,
David Jolly

Endorsed by Former St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker
Paid for By Friends of David Jolly

www.T he w eekly C hallenger . Com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mike Mikurak ‘the cure for Pinellas County’
BY MELISSA MAHLER
Contributor

PINLLAS COUNTY –
Mike Mikurak is running
for County Commissioner
for the District 3 seat on
the Pinellas County Commission, but he’s not your
typical candidate, having
never run for public office.
Mikurak is a retired
founding partner at Accenture, Plc and an innovation leader who holds
several patents focused on
business collaboration
and e-learning. When he
was asked to think about
running for office, he visited with people throughout
the
Pinellas
community, listened to
them and decided he
could help make a difference.
Help is the operative
word here. Listening is a
fundamental tenant of
Mikurak’s philosophy. He
said it should be “government by the people” and
that “elected officials need
to listen to those they represent not dictate.”
He
believes
it’s
through collaboration that
true change can be accomplished. Sister Sheila
Griffin has dubbed Mikurak the “Cure for Pinellas
County.” Griffin said he
listens and while he’s listening, he is helping cre-

ate solutions.
Action is another key
to his approach. He and
incumbent Charlie Justice
have clashed repeatedly
over the past months on
many issued including fixing the sewer systems in
the county. Mikurak said
for too long the infrastructure of the county has
been neglected while the
area is responsible for
dumping about 50 percent
of the state’s untreated
sewage into the surrounding bays and waterways.
“People are being
taxed and yet the systems
are not being maintained,” he said.
Justice called for a
taskforce to examine the
problem. Mikurak disagrees with his opponents
approach.
“We have
enough taskforces. We
need action not another
study,” he stated. “We
need to start to repair and
replace the infrastructure
now.”
Mikurak said there
needs to be real accountability in government with
clear paths and measurements for success. Monitor and measure the
success immediately is
what he did in the business world and he wants
to apply that same style to
government. He believes
that mayors countywide
are wiling to work to-

CONNECT WITH US!

gether to improve the
community but they want
to see a vision that can deliver results.
His plan for Pinellas if
elected as County Commissioner includes:
• Creating a sustainable job plan with results
driven economic development
• Focus on improved
communication between
Pinellas cities and county
government, and reduce
duplicative and inefficient
government operations
• Preserve quality of
life by protecting the environment, and working to
solve transportation congestion and lack of pointto-point
travel
destinations
• Create value driven
health care
• Common sense
business solutions to
solve challenges facing
Pinellas County
In total there are seven
commissioners that serve
together on the Pinellas
Commission. Three live in
specific residential districts but are elected
countywide; four are
elected from single-member districts with only the
voters within each specific
district electing the commissioner from that district. Mikurak is running
for the District 3 countywide seat.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Civil rights legend campaigning for Crist
From LEWIS, page 1

left for dead.
“He is an amazing
man,” Crist said, “He is my
friend and he is my
brother. And he has more
courage than I’ve seen in
most people I’ve ever met
in my life.”
Lewis recounted how
in his youth in the rural
town of Troy, Ala., there
were signs posted everywhere denoting who was
allowed to go where, such
as “White Men,” “Colored
Men,” White Women,”
“Colored Women.”
When he asked his elders why that was, he was
told that’s just the way it is.
They told him not to get in
the way and not to get in
trouble. In 1956, at the age
of 16, when he attempted
to get a library card, the librarian told him the library was for whites only
and not for “coloreds.”
He never returned to
that library until a book
signing in 1998 for his
book “Walking with the
Wind,” he said to applause, before fielding
questions in the town hall
Q & A.
What do you believe
is the biggest civil rights
challenges we face
today as a countr y?
One of the biggest civil
rights challenges we face
today, he said, was to ensure that our children receive the best education
they can get.
“Education is a great
equalizer,” Lewis remarked, adding that it

doesn’t matter whether
the children are black,
white, Latino, Asian American or Native American,
they must be given the
very best.
What should the government do to improve
civil rights and voting
rights in our countr y?
Lewis said with no hesitation, “When Charlie becomes a member of the
House of Representatives,
he will be part of that fact
because of what he’s been
able to do in state to see
that voting rights are protected and that people’s
civil rights are guaranteed.”
Lewis said we must encourage the next president
of the United States to see
that the right people are
appointed to the United
States Supreme Court.
“The court gutted the
heart of the Voting Rights
Act. This is the first major
election in 50 years that we
will not have the protection of the Voting Rights
Act.”
Do you believe civil
and voting rights are
partisan issues?
Civil rights and voting
rights should not be considered partisan issues,
Lewis pointed out, adding
that the vote is “almost sacred” and is the “most
powerful non-violent instrument or tool that we
have in our democratic society.”
Why has restoring
voting rights for ex-con-

victs not been a bigger
issue?
Lewis called the restrictions that many ex-offenders face concerning
their voting rights a “disgrace” and a “violation of
human rights.”
“The right to vote
should be protected and
guaranteed,” he said.
“One person, one vote.”
Watching Trump encourage violence at his
rallies, what was that
like for you to experience in this campaign?
Lewis expressed disapproval about Donald
Trump’s tendencies to use
racist terms and mock
people with disabilities.
“That’s not the type of
country we want,” he said.
“We all live in the same
house, the American
house.” He paraphrased
Dr. King who had said that
we must learn to live together as brothers and sisters.
As a Freedom Rider
in1961, Lewis and another
young man was left bloodied and unconscious at bus
station in South Carolina.
Years later a man in his
70s and his son in his 40s
came to his office on Capitol Hill and confessed that
he was one of the people
who beat him. He asked
for forgiveness. Lewis accepted his apology, forgave him and all three
men cried together.
“I think we have to
have the capacity and the
ability to forgive and to

CONNECT WITH US!

create what Dr. King
called the ‘beloved community’ where we recognize and respect the
dignity and worth of every
human being,” said Lewis.
Address Amendment 1
“Vote no on 1,” said
Crist. “It’s a fraud.”
“Amendment 1 is a
fraud. It is put up and advertised as being good for
solar energy. Is it not,” he
said firmly, adding that it is
merely a campaign promoted by the big utility
companies.
Florida—the Sunshine
State—utilizes less solar
energy than the state of
New Jersey, Crist explained, because of the
stranglehold the utility
companies have on state
government.
Commenting
on
Trump’s notion that the
election is “rigged” against

him should Hillary Clinton
win, Lewis said is “just
crazy.”
“I’ve followed every
presidential election since
I was 20 years old—since
the election of President
Kennedy—and I’ve never
seen anything like this. It’s
shameful.”
Responding to the notion that young voters are
looking for the passion
that they felt in the previous two elections but feel
it is missing in this election, Lewis offered encouragement to the millennials
to get out and make a difference.
“I don’t think anybody
can afford to stay home!”
Lewis boomed. “If you
don’t vote you don’t count.
It’s about you but also
about your children and
their children. We will
save this little piece of real

estate we call Earth.”
He added that we
should aim to make the
planet “a little cleaner, a little greener and a little
more peaceful for generations yet unborn,” urging
everyone to “get that passion!”
He warned that voters
must stay vigilant and active even after an election,
and cannot simply elect
someone to office and
then “go on vacation.”
“You’ve got to be involved,” he stressed. “It
doesn’t make a difference
whether it’s the school
board, city council, state
legislature. At all levels of
government, you have to
stay involved.”
The USFSP Student
Government Association
and the Florida Suncoast
Sierra Club sponsored the
event.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Jay Thompson: 100 and counting
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
On Halloween 1916, Jesse
and Cora Oliver were definitely not tricked. They
both received a treat in
form of a precious baby girl
named Jessie Mae.
Jessie Mae OliverThompson, known as Mrs.
Jay, was born in Shady
Grove, Ala., 100 years ago.
She celebrated her birthday with scores of family
and family last month at the
Bay Vista Recreation Center.
Mrs. Jay moved from
Alabama with her family to
St. Petersburg in the early
1920s. She married the love
of her life in 1934, Archie
Lee Thompson, and they
built a life for themselves
and their three children.
“She was always a hard
worker,” said her daughter
Deloris Lee. “She was
never a stay-at-home mom,
but she was there when we
needed her.”
Mrs. Jay worked many
jobs in her lifetime, but her
favorite and the one she retired from was being a nursing assistant at St.
Anthony’s Hospital.
Family members came
as far away as California
and Connecticut to wish the
matriarch of the Thompson
family a happy birthday.
“She’s a wonderful,
wonderful person. She’s in
better shape than I am right
now,” said her 79-year-old
son Bobby Thompson.
Bobby revealed that
Mrs. Jay just recently gave
up driving. “We thought we
were going to have to make
her stop, but she decided
on her own,” he said laughingly because he knows
that no one can stop his

mother from doing what
she wants.
Mrs. Jay is a regular at
Enoch Davis Center. Bingo
is her game. But this feisty
centenarian told her son
Bobby that the “people
there have gotten too old.”
Her son Archie Jr. could
not say enough about how
his mother made sure all
her children went to college, even though she
never graduated high
school.
“She had that vision that
all of us would go to college,” he said. Archie explained that his father was a
laborer and his mother a
maid, but “she saw the
need for all of us to go to
school.”
The only question in
that household about college was Florida A&M or
Bethune-Cookman. “She
made sure we had it better
than they did,” Archie Jr.
said.
“She’s awesome. She’s
been my backbone for most
of my life,” said the oldest
granddaughter
Debra
Thompson-Still. “She’s a
handful sometimes, and
she’s healthier than all of
us.”
“Her name is Jessie, but
don’t never call her that.
She’s Jay,” said Darrell
Thompson, the oldest
grandson. “She’s a handful.”
Darrell recounted how
she thought him how to
show respect. He made the
mistake of saying “yah” instead of “yes” and that was
a lesson he’s never forgotten.
“I learned that when I
was small. I never said
“yah” again.”
Granddaughter Gail
Thompson Washington
said she can remember
Mrs. Jay out in the back-

yard playing with all the
grandchildren, and once
they got older she would always dispense advice and
was always very supportive. “She is a wonderful
grandmother.”
Mrs. Jay has been a
faithful member of Bethel
Community even before it
was Bethel Community.
When she became a member in the early 1920s, the
church was known as Second Bethel.
“She’s a quiet supporter
and has always had the ability to make her presence
make a difference,” said
Rev. Manuel Sykes. “Not
real talkative, but people
look up to her and listen to
her.”
Having a few congregation members reach the
age of 100, Sykes would like
to get their stories put down
in writing for future generations.
“I believe they could
teach us how to live life,” he
said. “If we’re still experiencing it [racism] today,
you can only image what
they had to live through,
but also how they survived
it. How to survive it physically without somebody
killing you; how to survive
it emotionally and psychologically because no human
being is born for oppression.”
“What a wonderful day
and a wonderful time to celebrate my sister’s 100th
birthday,” said Pastor Constance Riley of Center of
Restoration Prayer Ministry and Mrs. Jay’s baby
sister. “How many families
have that honor to have a
relative to live 100 years?”
The afternoon ended
with a spirited game of
Family Feud and a lovely
dinner.

Constance Riley, left
and Jay Thompson
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Trunk-N-Treat’s safe Halloween alternative
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG Unity of Midtown hosted
its first Trunk-N-Treat
event for kids last Saturday, Oct. 29. Patrice
Woodson organized and
spearheaded the event as
part of her recent appointment as the youth minister under the guidance
Rev. Dr. Doral R. Pulley.
“It’s a safe alternative
that many churches do on
the south side as a positive way to commune with
the youth in a Halloween
trick-or-treating event,”
said Woodson.
Members who participated in the event decorated their car trunks and
filled them up with school
supplies, food and the traditional Halloween candy.
Woodson, who is a
navy veteran returning to

St. Pete after 16 years, is a
life-long member of Unity
of Midtown. Pulley immediately saw the potential
that she possessed to lead
a youth ministry.
Her leadership abilities emerged at a young
age, graduating from
Dixie Hollins High School
18 years ago as vice president of her senior class.
Woodson’s family is also
historically rooted in the
beginnings of Unity of
Midtown.
“My uncle and aunt—
John
and
Beatrice
Baker—are
historical
members of Unity,” said
Woodson proudly.
The spiritual foundation of Unity of Midtown
dates back to the late
1880s. However, the spiritual sanctuary evolved out
of the Jordan Park Unity
Study Group in the 1950s.
“Our church was built
from the ground up back

by African Americans
from the south side of St.
Petersburg,” said Woodson. Mamie Hughes donated the parcel of land
where the church was
constructed and completed November 1957,”
she said.
Located
at
511
Prescott St. S, Unity of
Midtown personifies its
mission and name with an
integrated congregation
that was out in full force to
assist Woodson in giving
the children something to
feel good about on Halloween weekend.
Members of all ages
came together in the
church parking lot that
was transformed into a
dance floor as everyone,
including Pulley, kicked
up their heels in the
Cupid Shuffle community
dance line.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘EMBRACE’ anti-bullying…
and save precious lives
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURGAudrey “Pat” McGhee of
APM Images presented
EMBRACE 2016: An AntiBullying Production sponsored by Pinellas County
Schools at the Gibbs
Grand Theatre last Thursday, Oct. 27.
The majority of participants in the production
were in the target age
bracket of 12-18 who
could be bullies, targets of
bullies or both, according
to several studies conducted by the National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
The production used
elements of fashion,
dance and dramatic pantomime to level the message on the current
dangers of bullying,
which has led to an uptick
in what is currently being
termed “bullycide” -when
school-aged youth commit suicide as a result of
extreme bullying.
One of the scenes in
the production vividly displayed the dramatic
traumatization that can
emerge from cyberbullying. Scene III entitled “Unleash The Darkness In
You” showed two groups
of students on opposite
sides of the stage texting
each other feverishly and
a target emerges in one of
the groups. As both
groups are about to clash,
an adult picks up on
what’s going on and
breaks up the student

cyber-attack. What was
played out on stage unfortunately happens every
day.
The production was a
four-act theatrical piece
narrated by Angelica
Fletcher Mavros. The explosive colors of jubilee in
the final scene “New Beginnings” exhibited the
creative attire genius of
McGhee.
Another impressive aspect of the production was
the collaborative coming
together of talented students from elementary,
middle and high schools
in
Pinellas
County.
Samuel “Adan” Martinez
of Gibbs High School
played a violin solo of
“Ava Maria” that was emotionally stirring as ballerina Gisselle Williams of
John Hopkins Middle
School danced. Even a
group of young women
from Pinellas Technical
College helped backstage
with hair and makeup.
Additional cast members were as follows:
Addison Dizens-The
Weeping Child- Lealman
Elementary
Amaya Carter-ModelBoca Ciega HS
Chase Moore-ModelBoca Ciega HS
Ericka Still- ModelBoca Ciega HS
Taylor Cooper- Anchor/Role
ModelingBoca Ciega HS
MartinCurnesia
Model- John Hopkins MS
Xiomaura RichardsonModel- Bay Point MS
Daniel Sanders- Anchor/Role Model- Gibbs
HS

Janae
McClendonModel-Northside Christian HS
ShieldsDyimond
Model-Northside Christian HS
Michael Hill-SoloistDixie Hollins HS
Noah Biddle-Monologue-Dixie Hollins HS
Silas Gregory-Monologue-Dixie Hollins HS
Julia
Lister-Monologue-St. Petersburg HS
Giovana
CapehartModel-St. Pete Collegiate
HS
Rochelle Terrell-St.
Petersburg HS
Dunedin High School
bully investigator Erica
Davis
choreographed
every move in the production. . The 45-minute production
was
the
embodiment of citizenship and diversity as cast
members
represented
multiple ethnic backgrounds, ages and various
Pinellas County schools.
Sponsors for EMBRACE included the City
of St. Petersburg Mayor’s
Office, Pinellas County
Schools, Department of
Juvenile Justice, Adrienne
Douglas,
Affordable
Wholesale Appliance, Angelia Flecther Mavros,
Chick-Fil-A, David Pate,
D.
FiggsDeborah
Sanders, DePaola Pro
Auto, Gomez Innovations,
Lorraine’s Hair Academy,
Men In the Making, Misty
and Company, St. Petersburg Parks and Recreation Department, St.
Petersburg Technical College, Salon Tru, and
Shandy Gregg Photography.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Joanne Lentino: ‘We need a teacher
on the School Board’
BY MELISSA MAHLER
Contributor

PINELLAS COUNTY –
Joanne Lentino is running
for the District 1 seat on
the Pinellas County School
Board. Education is her
passion and she spent the
last 10 years of her career
teaching the elementary
of
Pinellas
students
County and building relationships with the students
and their families. While
she recently retired from
teaching, she has remained an active part of
the school community and
also mentors many students.
She said her experience as a teacher shapes a
platform with stakeholders
at the forefront: the parents, their children and the
professionals who teach
them.
Lentino has identified
several policy priorities for
creating better schools in
our area. The first she believes begins with investing more in early
childhood education. Citing early childhood development statistics, she said
that development of a
child’s brain is 85 percent
complete by the age of
three. By investing early
in our children, she believes we can better prepare them to learn and be
successful in the classroom.
Lentino’s other priorities include closing the
achievement gap by providing high quality education to all students and
offering the resources to
help the ones who need
additional support.

When asked by the
Tampa Bay Times if she
agreed with those who say
the district isn’t doing
enough to ensure black
children catch up to their
peers, she responded:
“Agree. The word ‘spending’ is key. Let’s follow the
budget. Where is the
money going? Who is following the data? … Is the
PCSB being forthright in
the mandates that were set
by the court? I think not,
based on the short time I
have attended the Concerned Organization for
the Quality Education of
Black Students meetings.”
Changes in classroom
discipline are also part of
her approach to creating
an environment conducive
to learning. Lentino said
we
should
consider
“restorative justice” along
with increased support
from social services and

behavior specialists. Working with community partners in collaboration with
the schools is and essential part of her approach to
building.
Lentino believes that
students spend too much
time taking standardized
tests and that so much
testing is actually having a
negative impact on the
quality of education because it moves the focus
away from the classroom.
Lentino has been recognized for her leadership
in education and has been
endorsed by Pinellas
Classroom Teachers Association/Pinellas Educational
Support
Professionals Association,
Pinellas NOW/West Pinellas NOW, West Central
Florida Labor Council and
the AFL-CIO, Teachers,
Firefighters’ Assoc. &
Labor.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mt. Zion’s OktoberFest brings
community joy and unity
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
People of all ages, from all
walks of life and backgrounds came together to
enjoy Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church’s annual
OktoberFest held on the
baseball diamond outside
of the Thomas “Jet” Jackson Recreation Center Oct
31.
“It’s looking like we
may have exceeded last
year’s turnout by close to
300,” said Youth Pastor
Shawn Thomas, who’s
looking forward to the next
committee meeting to get
the exact numbers.
“I’m just eternally grateful in our efforts to
progress and reach out to
the community and provide
an alternative to Halloween
to make it more of a festival

the way it was originally
meant to be,” said Rev.
Louis M. Murphy, Sr., Mt.
Zion’s senior pastor.
Sponsored in part by
the City of St. Petersburg, it
turned out to be a fun filled
night of community celebration, games, edible
treats, friendly conversation, dancing and family
memories.
“The purpose of having
this event is for us to get
out into the community and
share the love of Jesus in a
fun way,” said Thomas.
For nearly a decade and
a half, OktoberFest has
been going strong. Starting out on the church
grounds, the event has
grown so large that it had
to be moved to a recreation
center. Murphy said that
Thomas has taken the festival to an entirely higher
level.
Both pastors along with

a group of congregation
members greeted the
crowds who streamed in.
The Greeks were out in full
force. Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority provided activities and treats for all the
young people and the
young at heart.
There were so many
people at the event that the
baseball diamond practically
disappeared
as
throngs of children moved
from one activity to another. The smell and
smoke of hotdogs, hamburgers and ribs rose high
into the night sky, sometimes appearing like clouds
in front of the bright beaming field lights.
A good time was had by
all.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

V isit U s O nline !
www.t he w eekly C hallenger . COm
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Gibbs inducts 2016 National Honor
Society members
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Black and Hispanic stustep
up
dents
academically to represent
25 percent of Gibbs’ new
inductees into the prestigious National Honor So-

ciety.
In all, 64 of Gibbs’
brightest and best graced
the stage last month to receive their medallions and
certificates for outstanding academic performance. Parents teared up,
cheered and snap pictures
to forever capture the unforgettable moment.

Dr. Cody Clark stated
that up to 16 students chosen were African American.
“I could not believe
that three African-American students turned down
the invite to become a
part of the National Honor
Society,” Clark stated.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
African Americans with diabetes
can prevent vision loss
You can’t feel it. You
can’t see it—until it’s too
late. Diabetic retinopathy,
the most common form of
diabetic eye disease, is the
leading cause of blindness
in adults age 20–74. It occurs when diabetes damages blood vessels in the
retina.
Diabetic retinopathy affects 7.7 million Americans,
and that number is projected to increase to more
than 14.6 million people by
2030. Many African Americans are included in these
statistics. According to the
National Eye Institute
(NEI), more than 800,000
African Americans have diabetic retinopathy, and this
number is projected to increase to approximately 1.2
million people by 2030.
The longer a person has
diabetes, the greater the
risk for diabetic eye disease.
Once vision is lost, it often
cannot be restored.
People with diabetes
should have a comprehensive dilated eye exam at
least once a year to help protect their sight.
Keeping diabetes in
control is key to slowing the
progression of vision complications like diabetic
retinopathy. There are important steps people with diabetes can take to keep
their health on TRACK:
• Take your medications as prescribed by your
doctor.
• Reach and maintain a
healthy weight.
• Add physical activity
to your daily routine.
• Control your ABC’s
—A1C, blood pressure, and
cholesterol levels.
• Kick the smoking
habit.

Early detection, timely
treatment, and appropriate
follow-up care can reduce a
person’s risk for severe vision loss from diabetic eye
disease by 95 percent.
Dr. Paul Sieving, director of NEI, says, “Only
about half of all people with
diabetes get an annual comprehensive dilated eye
exam, which is essential for
detecting diabetic eye disease early, when it is most
treatable. Newer and better
treatments are available for
the first time in decades,
making early detection even
more important.”
With no early symptoms, diabetic eye disease—a group of conditions
including cataract, glaucoma, and diabetic retinopathy—can affect anyone with
type 1 or type 2 diabetes.
African Americans are at
higher risk for losing vision
or going blind from diabetes. According to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, 13 percent
of African Americans have
diagnosed diabetes.
“More than ever, it’s important for people with diabetes
to
have
a
comprehensive dilated eye
exam at least once a year.
New treatments are being
developed all the time, and
we are learning that different treatments may work
best for different patients.
What hasn’t changed is that
early treatment is always
better,” says Dr. Suber
Huang, chair of the Diabetic
Eye Disease Subcommittee
for NEI’s National Eye
Health Education Program
(NEHEP) and member of
the NEI-funded Diabetic
Retinopathy Clinical Research
Network

(DRCR.net). “There has
never been a more hopeful
time in the treatment of diabetic retinopathy,” he adds.
Remember, if you have
diabetes, make annual comprehensive dilated eye
exams part of your selfmanagement routine. Living with diabetes can be
challenging, but you don’t
have to lose your vision or
go blind because of it. To
help friends and loved ones
reduce their risk, please
share this article.
For more information
on diabetic eye disease, tips
on finding an eye care professional, or information on
financial assistance, visit
www.nei.nih.gov/diabetes
or call NEI at 301–496–5248.
NEI leads the federal
government’s research on
the visual system and eye
diseases. NEI supports
basic and clinical science
programs to develop sightsaving treatments and address special needs of
people with vision loss. For
more
information,
visit www.nei.nih.gov/
NIH, the Nation’s medical research agency, includes 27 Institutes and
Centers and is a component
of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. NIH is the primary federal agency conducting and
supporting basic, clinical,
and translational medical research, and investigating
the causes, treatments, and
cures for both common and
rare diseases. For more information about NIH and its
p r o g r a m s ,
visit www.nih.gov.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
(Childs Park Rec. Center) Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday
www.faithchsp.com • 727-240-8373
@FaithCHSP on Twitter

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!

Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

Contact:

“This is not your mama's church.
Same God. New way of experiencing Him.”
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

727-896-2922

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

House of Prayer
Rev. Chambers, Spirtulaist
Help with all problems of life
Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

60 years experience

727-289-2078
Help bring you back to the Lord

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for November

Nov 4 - St. Mark M.B.C.
Monthly Business Metting7:00 p.m.
Nov 12 - Ministry Feud
Battle of the Churches with
Host, Rev. Brian K. Brown.
Be there to cheer on St.
Mark’s teams in friendly
competition with our Sister
churches New Mount Olive
and St. Mary’s. Meet and
Greet-6:30p.m. Competition
begins at 7:00 p.m.
Nov 24 - Church Office
Closed for Thanksgiving
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Mem-

bers and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE SHIP”,
will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am
and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM 12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE
BEST ONE HOUR OF YOUR
DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO
JOIN US.
November at the Ship
Sunday, November 6, 2016,
1:00 pm-6:00 pm, Williams Park, 1st
Avenue N & 4th Street N, SOULS
TO THE POLLS SUNDAY – ALSO
THE LAST DAY FOR EARLY
VOTING.
Tuesday, November 8, 2016,
7:00 am until 7:00 pm – ELECTION
DAY
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
“Best 10 Sermons – 1 DVD + 9

CD's, per-order you now, for a Donation of $25.00. All orders must be
received by October 30th – make all
checks or money order payable to
FMBC. All orders will be ready November 13, 2016.
WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
118TH ANNUAL SESSION
HELD AT FRIENDSHIP
Wednesday, November 9, 2016
– Morning and Afternoon Meetings, Classes and Worship Services
are under separate cover.
7:00 pm - YOUTH EXPLOSION – Open to the Community
Thursday, November 10, 2016
– Morning and Afternoon Meeting,
Classes and Worship Services are
under separate cover.
7:00 pm – THE MODERATOR'S HOUR – Open to the Community
Friday, November 11, 2016 –
Morning and Afternoon Meeting,
Classes and Worship Services are
under separate cover.
10:00 am – THE WOMEN'S
PRESIDENT HOUR (Attire Brown

and Rust Orange) – Open to the
Community
11:00 am – THE LAYMEN'S
PRESIDENT HOUR – Open to the
Community
7:00 pm – WORSHIP AND
COMMUNION SERVICE – Open
to the Community
“THE SHIP” won't sail without
YOU! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - EMail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE
Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

19/39 PASTOR AND FIRST FAMILY
APPRECIATION CELEBRATION
Theme: “A Pastor with a Heart for Service”
Scripture: II Chronicles 31:21
AT A GLANCE
Sunday, November 13, 2016 at 4:00 pm – Pastor Rev. Patrick Miller, Bethlehem
Baptist Church of Sarasota – Kickoff Service
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 at 7:00 pm – Pastor Dr. Deborah Greene of Mt.
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, St. Petersburg
Friday, November 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm - “A Simply Black Celebration” at the St.
Petersburg Country Club – Contact Church for Information and Tickets
Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 7:45 am – Culmination Service
Dr. Alphonso Jackson, Second Baptist Church, Miami
Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 10:45 am – Culmination Service
Dr. Gaston Smith, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Miami
“Dinner is Served in the Upper Room”
Dea. Arthur Reese, Honorary Chairperson
Dea. Ernest & Sis. Larnetta Peterson, Chairpersons
Min. Keith & Sis. Carolyn Riggins, Co-Chairpersons

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I Love to Tell the Story! Part 1
Unity of Midtown, originally founded as Unity Temple of Truth Church, has a
rich history in St. Petersburg. The seeds for the
church were planted in the
1940’s with the Unity Worldwide Ministries’ publication,
the Daily Word, being read
by teachers in classrooms
throughout the city. In the
1950’s classes were taught by
women of color such as
Mamie Hughes, Jessie
White, Catherine Brooks and
Vivian Lockhart under the direction of Rev. Louise Beaty
of First Unity Church. Due
to racism, rather than take
classes at her church, Rev.

Beaty thought it best that
this studies be held in
homes, garages and the Jordan Park Community Center
in the South side of the city.
The study group taught
principles about prayer, healing and prosperity. Some of
the attendees were Octavia
Peck, Gloria and Julia Lattimore, Charlie Mae Bynum,
Minnie
Hughes-Johnson,
Ruby Logan and Aggie Graham. In July of 1956, Mamie
Hughes donated land and
James Brooks donated labor
to build the church. The
church building was completed in 1957 and became
noted as the first Unity

Church built by and for
Rev.
African Americans.
Catherine Brooks was the ordained as the minister of the
church in 1960 and continued as pastor until her transition in 1990.
Today, Unity of Midtown
is a multicultural, metaphysical, Bible-based church
which has grown to over a
hundred members. If you
have any personal stories
about the history of this
great church, we invite you
to tell your stories on Sunday,
November 6 at 5:00 pm and
Tuesday, November 8 at 6:30
pm.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Open house at USF Nov. 7
From TWC, page 1

USFSP Regional Chancellor Sophia Wisniewska
and Poynter Institute President Tim Franklin will follow, offering remarks
about the partnership.
After these remarks, the
USFSP library will recognize Rouson and members
of the Johnson family for
their roles in building this
partnership.
The newspaper’s relationship with USFSP has
grown over many years.
Students from the USFSP
Neighborhood News Bureau frequently write stories for The Weekly
Challenger, as well as
other local publications.
As they learn the skills of
reporting in the classroom, they apply their
knowledge in ways that
benefit this newspaper
with a variety of news and
feature stories.
The funding secured
by Rouson preserves the
content of The Weekly
Challenger as a record of
the African-American community’s growth and ex-

pansion. The first historic
issues and photographs of
The Weekly Challenger arrived at the Poynter Library in March 2013 in
seven large containers.
Funding for this initiative
began in July 2016. Since
then, the library has acquired additional images
and digitized issues of the
newspaper.
During the next year,
the Poynter Library will
place these newspapers
and some photographs
into a new digital archive
that will allow users
throughout the world to
read historical issues of
the Challenger. Moving
forward, the newspaper
has allowed USFSP to
place issues in the digital
archive six months after
their original publication.
The website for this
archive, digital.usfsp.edu,
will be launched in the
near future. Stay tuned for
that!
Another important part
of the relationship between USFSP and the

Challenger involves sustainability. Working with
experts at Poynter Institute and other venues, the
newspaper will build upon
its strong presence within
the African-American community by examining how
to reach new readers and
expanded markets. As
newspapers expand their
online presence, they
must balance digital accessibility to the news with
the needs of those readers
who still prefer the ink and
paper of the printing press.
You can also play a part
in this historic relationship. The library and the
newspaper are looking for
earlier issues of The
Weekly Challenger that will
help us complete the collection. If you have issues
of the publication in your
possession from the 1960s
through the 1990s, please
consider contacting Jim
Schnur, the special collections librarian at the Poynter Library. You may reach
him at (727) 873-4094 or
weeklychallengerar-

chive@gmail.com.
When Cleveland Johnson, Jr. started The Weekly
Challenger nearly 50 years
ago, he created a paper
that met the challenge of
serving our readers that
the four daily newspapers
in the area at the time—
the St. Petersburg Times,
St. Petersburg Evening Independent, Tampa Tribune
and
Tampa
Times—mostly ignored. A
half-century later, three of
these papers have ceased
publication, with the
Tampa Bay Times (formerly the St. Petersburg
Times) serving as the regional daily news publication. Thanks to you, The
Weekly Challenger remains vibrant and vital.
Through our partnership with the USFSP
Poynter Library, the Challenger will remain an important voice in the
community for many
years to come.

Cleveland Johnson with former Mayor Fischer

